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On the 24th and 25th of May 2016, the University of KwaZulu-Natal’s College of Agriculture, Engineering and 
Science (CAES) hosted the inaugural Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium at the institution’s Ukulinga 

Research Farm in Pietermaritzburg.

The multi-level research and information-sharing Symposium focused on highlighting agriculture for our life and future, and was 
aimed at planning for sustainability through research, agribusiness and community outreach.

The event came about as an initiative of the Howard Davis Farm Trust and the UKZN Foundation to continue a legacy of relationship 
between the Howard Davis Farm Trust in Jersey and the University. The Trust was founded by TB Davis, a wealthy Durban-based 
stevedoring businessman in the early 20th century whose son Howard was killed in the Battle of the Somme in 1916. Over time, the 
Davis family has generously supported the University, most notably with the building of Howard College in Durban in 1931.

To honour the memory of Howard Davis on the centennial occasion of his death, the Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium 
took place, linking the Ukulinga Research Farm to the Howard Davis Farm in Jersey, which was purchased by TB Davis in 1927.

At the Symposium, Mr Roderick Stevens, representing the Howard Davis Farm Trust, said that then as now, agriculture was under 
stress in a post-war environment where agricultural land had been decimated. The Trust, he said, was created to benefit those who 
need it most, and those who are the custodians of the world’s food security. The Trust, he said, has created a family succession 
and lasting legacy for the Davises, and as part of the continuation of that legacy, he said the Trust was confident that hosting this 
Symposium was the right decision, and thanked the team who put it together.



In his opening of the Symposium, UKZN Vice-Chancellor and 
Principal, Dr Albert van Jaarsveld said that the Symposium 
set out to explore, at all levels, the way science engages 
with society. He noted UKZN’s position as a University that 
is considerably transformed in many respects, not simply 
demographics, and that is ideally positioned as a top 
research institution on the continent.

‘There’s nothing better in science than someone discovering 
something astonishing, and I hope something astonishing 
will come of this event,’ said van Jaarsveld.

A major emerging theme was that of climate and agriculture, 
with keynote speakers including eminent hydrologist 
and climate expert, Professor Emeritus Roland Schulze of 
UKZN, and Professor Richard Eckard, Director of the Primary 
Industries Climate Challenges Centre in Australia.

US Consul General Ms Frances Chisholm was also in 
attendance, and in her keynote presentation, she focused 
on the development of the relationship in agriculture (which 
she called her favourite subject) between the USA and South 
Africa.

‘South Africa has a wonderful future, and has access to 
considerable support from the US,’ she said. ‘I am very 
optimistic about this country’s future.’

Presentations at the event ranged in their background, 
findings and applications. Keynote presenters Professor 
Roland Schulze and Professor Richard Eckard both shared 
perspectives on how to respond to climate change in the 
agricultural sector, based on extensive and detailed research 
in their careers.

Emeritus professors Rob Gous and Nigel Wolstenholme 
shared their experience on the prolific and world-class 
Animal Science and Horticultural Science research carried 
out at Ukulinga, and Professor Rob Melis of the African 
Centre for Crop Improvement (ACCI) spoke about his 35-year 
journey of bean breeding on the farm.

There was also a presentation from Professor Kevin Kirkman 
of Grassland Science at UKZN about the farm’s long-term 
mowing, burning and veld fertilisation trials, which have 
been running uninterrupted since 1950 and are set to 
continue indefinitely, providing important data to ecologists, 
farmers, conservationists and more.

Other staff presentations included exploration of work 
on biofuel crops, maize breeding projects, sustainable 
agriculture and community-based catchment management.

Postgraduate students were also able to present their work, 
with presentations ranging from irrigation project findings, 
mulching and fertilisation trials, and participatory evaluation 
of potato production in bags.

Partners in the agricultural industry were also in attendance, 
and the event saw presentations from representatives from 
a number of important organisations, including Kwazulu-
Natal agricultural union Kwanalu’s CEO, the general manager 
of the KwaZulu-Natal Poultry Institute (KZNPI) and Biowatch 
South Africa managers.

The event gave the opportunity for demonstrations in the 
field, and on the first day guests were treated to a show from 
UKZN’s Animal Science Steer Project, and on the second day 
to a demonstration of a tiller from Stihl.

One of the most important aspects of the Symposium was 
its inclusion of attendees from all levels of society, from 
students to farmers to industry. On the second day of the 
Symposium, more than 90 small-scale farmers working with 
UKZN’s Farmer Support Group in areas like Bergville, Msinga 
and Swayimane were able to attend and engage with 
academics, students and industry.

During the panel discussions, a postgraduate presenter, Ms 
Nomali Ngobese, said she felt honoured to be included in 
the Symposium, and said it was a privilege to present to 
farmers and not simply to other academic peers as students 
usually do, emphasising that this was science reaching those 
it was meant to.

In his closing address on the first day of the event, Acting 
Vice-Chancellor of Research Professor Salim Karim said that 
for science and research to advance, new knowledge needs 
to be generated in the kinds of forums that this Symposium 
offered.

Hosting Dean, Professor Albert Modi of the School of 
Agricultural, Earth and Environmental Sciences, thanked all 
those involved in making the inaugural Ukulinga Howard 
Davis Symposium a reality, from the funders to the UKZN 
Foundation to the local organising committee headed by Dr 
Gareth Lagerwall, and declared the event to be a resounding 
success.
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Behind the Scenes

The Symposium Committee

Student Helpers pack the conference bags

Conference Hall 
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Dining Hall (a) before and (b) after
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Delegates

Maize breeding projects by Dr Julia Sibiya

Small scale famers

Howard Davis respresentatives

Day 2 delegates

Day 2 keynote address
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VIP Guests

Lunch and Teatime Networking

Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium - the VIPs
Howard Davis Farm Trust representative Mr Roderick Stevens, 

US Consult General Ms Frances Chisholme and 
hosting Dean, Professor Albert Modi

Lunch time networking

The KZN Poulty Institute exhibits its Khuhku Khaya UKZN Postgrad students at the exhibition corner

Teatime networking

Exhibitions



 Dr Albert van Jaarsveld, UKZN Vice-ChancellorSymposium kick-off by Prof Steve Worth

Keynote Address by Mr Roderick Stevens, Howard Davis Farm Trust Prof Salim Karim, Acting DVC Research, UKZN, closes Day 1

Mr Richard Kunz, hydrology

Prof Albert Modi, Sustainable Agriculture

Prof Roland Schulze presents keynote address on Climate Change - 

Too Hot to Handle!

Keynote Address by US Consul General Ms Frances Chisholme

Prof Albert Modi interprets for DVC Prof Deo Jaganyi

Keynote speaker Prof Richard Eckard

PresentationsPresentations
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Presentations

Ms Janet Lee, KZN Poultry Institute

Ms Nomali Ngobese, UKZN Student

Prof Rob Melis - Sugar Beans

Ms Sandy la Marque, Kwanalu
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Discussion Forums

Panel Discussion - Profs Kirkman, Gous and Wolstenholme

Discussion Forum  Day 2 - questions from the floorDiscussion forum Day 2 - Gogo Thusini takes on the academics

Panel Discussion, Day 1

Panel Discussion, Day 1 Discussion Forum Day 2 - US Consul General Ms Frances Chisholme 
answers questions
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Ms Rose Williams, Agroecology
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3rd year student Thembilihle Memela at the Steer Project 
demonstration

Steer Project demonstration - Day 1

In discussion - Drs Marion Young and Nicky Tyler, UKZN Animal 
Science

3rd year students demonstrate their Steers

US Consul General Ms Frances Chisholme watches the Steer Project 
with Dr Nicky Tyler
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Farmer Support Group and Stihl

Delegates watch the demonstrations

Mrs Zenzile Madonsela from Tugela Ferry, Msinga gives the 
Stihl tiller a run for its money

Small scale farmers admire the Stihl tiller

The Stihl tiller gets the thumbs up

Demonstrations by the Farmer Support Group

Demonstrations - Steer Project
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Small Scale Farmers

Ukulinga Farm Tour

Prof Rob Melis and Prof Albert Modi show off 
Ukulinga Sugar Bean research

Small scale farmers examine Ukulinga Mielies

Small scale farmers show off their Conference Bags

Ukulinga Farm Tour - Prof Albert Modi in the Mielies

Conference Bags on dislay
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Press Coverage
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Run in conjunction with the Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium, UKZN’s stand at the 
Royal Agricultural Show highlighted research done at Ukulinga
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