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Highlights of the
Second Ukulinga
Howard Davis Memorial Symposium
O

n the 23rd and 24th of May 2017, the University of KwaZulu-Natal’s College of Agriculture, Engineering and
Science hosted the second annual Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium at its Ukulinga Research Farm
in Pietermaritzburg.

The event is a joint initiative between the institution and the
Howard Davis Farm Trust, with whom the university has a
relationship stretching back to the 1930’s with the construction
of Howard College. The multi-level Symposium honoured the
educational legacy of the late Howard Davis, killed in 1916 in
World War 1.
The Symposium was first held in 2016, bringing together
stakeholders from across the agricultural industry in KwaZuluNatal, and the wider South African agricultural community, to
showcase research carried out at Ukulinga.
The more than 200 attendees included students, academics,
scientists, small-scale and commercial farmers, NGO

representatives and more. Incorporating presenters and
participants from across the university, it proved to be a
multidisciplinary information-sharing gathering.
Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Research, Professor Deresh
Ramjugernath, who noted UKZN’s considerable reputation for
being a research-driven institution, opened the two-day event.
Keynote speakers at the event were Dr Dickson Despommier,
Emeritus Professor at Columbia University, and Professor Ben
Cousins, South African Research Chair (SARChI) in Poverty, Land
and Agrarian Studies at the University of the Western Cape.
Despommier is renowned for his contributions to urban
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agriculture and the concept of the vertical farm to combat
food insecurity issues becoming more prevalent owing
to urbanisation, population growth and climate change.
He advocated for the creation of sustainable eco-cities to
provide food security, recommending that urban agriculture
be taught at agricultural institutions.

cost technologies for small-scale farmers, agripreneurship,
food safety for market access, and gender equality in land
access.
The event included discussion panels each day, allowing
delegates to engage with presenters and opening the event
up to robust discussion and the sharing of ideas.

Cousins spoke about smallholder farmers and land reform in
South Africa. He offered a definition of a smallholder farmer,
and gave examples based on his extensive work in KwaZuluNatal, making recommendations on how agrarian reform for
‘accumulation from below’ could be applied.

Delegates were exposed to practical elements of the farm,
with a demonstration from the Animal Science steer project
students on the first day and a visit to a site planted with
crops by McDonald’s Seeds on the second day, as well as
the opportunity to view Agricultural Engineering design
projects.

The US Department of State’s Economic Bureau gave
support to the event by bringing in two guest speakers from
Brazil, Dr Francisco Aragão from Embrapa Genetic Resources
and Biotechnology, and Mr Emerson Wohlenberg from SLC
Agricola, in support of the USA’s global efforts to advance
biotechnology. Their presentations gave insight into
agricultural and biotechnology industries in Brazil.
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Exhibitors included Biowatch South Africa, the KwaZuluNatal Poultry Institute, and the African Rural Wealth Creators
Organisation (ARWCO), with the Future Farmers Foundation,
Agri-Groomers and SciCorp Laboratories also presenting at
the event.

The US Consul General, Frances Chisholm, spoke of the
strong and growing partnership between the USA and South
Africa in strengthening the skills and productivity of rural
farmers. Chisholm advocated for the use of innovation and
biotechnology in the search for solutions to food insecurity.

The Friends of UKZN Agriculture annual Networking
Function was also held as an ancillary gala event on the first
night of the Symposium.
Linked to the Symposium was the annual College of
Agriculture, Engineering and Science stand at the Royal
Show in Pietermaritzburg, which showcased research done
within SAEES in the fields of climate change and food
security, as well as animal research in the School of Life
Sciences. The stand once again won Gold and the trophy for
the best individual stand.

The Symposium explored more than just food in the theme
of Food Security. It comprised presentations on a wide
range of topics, including food, water and energy availability
under climate change, uses of biomass, indigenous crops,
vulnerability of households to food insecurity, usage of
aquaponics systems, biocontrol, the development of low-
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Delegates

VIP Guests

US Consul General Frances Chisholm in conversation with
Dr Dickson Despommier and Mr Dirk Esterhuizen

Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium - the VIPs

Exhibitions

Prof Steve Worth opens the conference
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Opening Address by UKZN DVC Research, Prof Deresh Ramjugernath

US Consul General Ms Frances Chisholm

Mr Roderick Stevens, Howard Davis Farm Trust

Prof Steve Worth, Symposium Facilitator

Dr Francisco Aragão, Biotech crops in Brazil
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Discussion Forums

Dr Tafadzwa Mabhuadhi, Crop Science
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Prof Steve Worth kicks off the Day 1 Discussion Panel

Ms Frances Chisholm and Dr Dickson Despommier,
Day 1 Panel Discussion

Panel Discussion, Day 1

Panel Discussion, Day 2

Ms Vanessa Black champions Biowatch’s agroecology philosophy

Mr Lawrence Mkhaliphi discusses seed sovereignty
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Prof Anne Stark, Biorefinery Research Group, UKZN
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Prof Roland Schulze, Linking Food to Water and Energy
8

es
ticultural Scienc

9

Demonstrations - Steer Project

Friends of UKZN Agriculture Networking Dinner

Steer Project demonstration – Day 1
The dining hall transformed
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Students get put through their paces

3rd year students at the steer demonstrations
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The best three steers

Thumbs up for UKZN Agriculture
Dr Nicky Tyler and steer judge, Mr Edgar Wichman
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Ukulinga Farm Tour

Press Coverage
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Delegates discuss Ukulinga trials

Tomato trials

Ukulinga farm trials
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The Royal Agricultural Show

The Royal Agricultural Show

Run in conjunction with the Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium, UKZN’s stand at the Royal
Agricultural Show highlighted research around food security for rural and city dwellers. The stand won
Gold and the Trophy for the Best Individual Stand.

UKZN stand wins Gold and the Trophy for the Best Individual Stand

Farmer Support Group

Khukhu Khayas promote food security

Press coverage in the Maritzburg Fever and the Echo
Steer judging at the Royal Show
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Symposium Feedback
"I would like to thank you for the privilege of being able to attend the Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium. It
was an eye opener and the talks were well done, well linked and interesting." - Michelle Cassim (KZNDARD)
"The sessions were so informative and afforded me an opportunity to interact with old friends, critical stakeholders
and seasoned scholars who shape our minds and challenge our thinking." - Mthobeli Sonjica (Department of Rural
Development and Land Reform (DRDLR))
"On behalf of all members at AgriGroomers, I would like to thank you for extending the invitation to the Ukulinga
Symposium with us. We greatly appreciate the the opportunity to be part of the Symposium."
- Agri-Groomers
"Congrats on a successful symposium." - Beshika Manisunker (AgriSunRipe)
"Thank you so much - I enjoyed the whole symposium because it was prepared properly." - Mohamed Saeed
"Thank you for having me at the Faculty for the last two days. I have to say that I was delighted and impressed. You
must be commended on an excellent Symposium." - William Blake (D-Urban Farms)
"Thank you for the symposium last week. It was an interesting and diverse spread of presenters and a fruitful event in
terms of new connections." - Vanessa Black (Biowatch SA)
"A very BIG Thank You to all of you for another wonderful Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium. All the speakers were so interesting and the debates inspiring and thought-provoking. It seems the bar keeps getting pushed higher
and this was only the second one! I sure do appreciate the hard work that goes on behind the scenes for months
beforehand as well as during and afterwards." - Karen Yardley, Agriculture Risk and Disaster Management (ARDM,
KZNDARD)

