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Message from the DVC and Head of College

A

fter a long year filled with a
combination of uncertainty and
hope in an unusual way for human
cognisance, we have reached a
point of pause. It is time to allow
the wind of spirit to blow in and
renew our shared life as members
of the family of CAES. It is time
to look back and forward at the
same time. Looking back, we have
achieved commendable success
in our endeavors to live up to the
values of our great institution. Our
achievement of a laudable academe
through collective effort is worthy
of congratulations. We should thank
each other proudly for identifying
weaknesses in the system and
sharing candid views about how

Professor Albert Modi

to mend these and improve our
College performance. As we move
into the future, we shall attempt
to realise the College strategic
objectives to minimize the risk of
poor performance while taking our
achievements to new and better
heights. May we use the coming
holidays as a moment of reflection,
and like many communities across
the globe, take time to give and
receive more love than usual. When
times are hard, our spirits are weak.
If we hold hands together we can
gain strength. We can gain spiritual
rejuvenation. May we all have a
blessed time over the holidays and
return to work healthier in
many ways our spirits desire.
Albert

COLLEGE NEWS
Long Service Awards

Recipients with their certificates (Pietermaritzburg)

Durban recipients

Celebrating 40 Years at UKZN!

P

rofessor Michael Savage of the Discipline of
Agrometeorology in the School of Agricultural, Earth
and Environmental Sciences (SAEES) this year celebrated 40
years of teaching and conducting research at UKZN.
Savage, whose career at the Institution started at the then
University of Natal in 1977, has been responsible for the

development of all the Agrometeorology course content
at UKZN. A passionate and empathetic teacher, he is the
recipient of UKZN’s 2014 Distinguished Teacher Award (DTA)
and also a fellowship from the University in 1996. He received
the Council of Higher Education and Higher Education
Learning and Teaching Association of South Africa national
teaching excellence award in 2015.

College Research Day

T

he College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science
(CAES) at UKZN hosted its seventh annual Postgraduate
Research and Innovation Day on 26 October at Westville
Campus, T-Block. More than 700 participants including
presenters, exhibitors, judges, academics, students and
guests attended the event. The programme included an ‘Arts

Meets Sciences’ exhibit and competition featuring creations
inspired by science, and an InQubate-hosted Innovation
Stream event to inspire students to aim for innovation
beyond academia.
This years Research day was co ordinated by the School of
Chemistry and Physics.

Inspiring talk by Guest Speaker , Professor Andrew Forbes on “Science can be done anywhere, by anyone”

“Art meets Science”

Some of the prize winners

Poster presentation

An exhibitor

College Fun Run

School of Life Sciences landed the prize for Best Representation

Mark Tufts addressing the crowd before the run

School of Mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science got the prize
for Going Green and Saving the

School of Engineering won the prize for Best Team Spirit prize

School of Chemistry and Physics which won Best Dressed Team

More College Fun Run

School of Agricultural,Earth and Environmental Sciences

First Man Home-Tony Gaston PhD student from the School of
Mathematics, Statistics and Computer Science (MSCS)

First Woman Home-June Watson of the School of Chemistry and
Physics (SCP)

Mark William Wynn from Thermodynamics Group had super spirit in
encouraging everyone to the finish line, such spirit is what kept the
run fascinating. He won Best Spirit and Motivation prize.

Vuyo Nhlangulela from School of Mathematics,
Statistics and Computer Science (MSCS) won Last
Person Home

The costumes worn by Santiago Septien Stringel (l) and Thabiso Zikalala (r) could not
have gone unnoticed, they were unique and exciting which made them win the prize for
Most Interesting Costumes.

Engineering Winter School
The engineering winter school consist of grade 11 and 12
high school learners who are interested in Engineering, The
learners also visited various disciplines and participated
in different hands-on tasks and exercises. One of the EECE
projects was by Dr. Quazi

Dr. Megan Govender’s exciting and unpredictable Science
show featuring experiments that demonstrated the
fundamental laws of Physics for the learner’s entertainment.

School of Engineering Banquet

Best students’ awards: awarded to School of Engineering 3rd and
4th-year best-performing students.

What made the Engineering Awards Banquet 2017 even more special
was its inclusion of an update on the School’s signature project,
AfriHUB, and the launch of the Inkanyezi Awards for Professional
and Humanitarian Service Excellence, the award was accepted by
DR. Imtiaz Sooliman

Donors who have contributed over 1 million to the School of
Engineering by funding the school were honored with corporate
platinum awards

Best Lecture awards: awarded to the best lectures within the School
of Engineering.

Wonder Women in Science

T

he Wonder Women In Science (WWIS) campaign is a series of
articles that profiles passionate, pioneering and persistent
heroines who are ‘making waves in the field of science’.
This initiative was run throughout August, by the College
of Agriculture, Engineering and Science, to commemorate
National Science Week and National Women’s Month.

The campaign culminated in a first-ever women’s breakfast
that took place on 29 August 2017 at Coastlands Hotel. Each
of the WWIS got to share their story with guests that included:
UKZN staff/ students, high school learners, corporates and
members of the media.

All the 2017 WWIS candidates.

Colleen Downs receives her award from Prof Bala Pillay.

Mayshree Singh receives her award from Prof Bala Pillay.

Learners were thrilled by the science experiments, performed in the science show.

T

Grand Opening of the Rabie Saunders Staff Tearoom

he School of Agricultural, Earth and Environmental
Sciences (SAEES) opened their new staff tearoom on
Friday, 25 August 2017. This facility is situated in Room B57,
Rabie Saunders Building, a previously underutilized room.
This project, initiated by the previous Dean and Head of
School, Prof Albert Modi, was driven by Ms. Gail du Toit from

Gail and Pardon

the Farmer Support Group (FSG). The warm atmosphere of the
room clearly shows the amount of work Ms. Du Toit put into
this project, making the venue both comfortable and attractive
for SAEES staff members. Prof Pardon Muchaonyerwa thanked
Ms Du Toit on behalf of the School for all her efforts for
incorporating old pieces of furniture and further upgrading
with tiling, painting and decorating.

Lounge

Electrical ,Electronic and
Computer Engineering
Open Day

A

t the annual Open Day, Electrical ,Electronic and
Computer Engineering students display their Final Year
Design Projects to External Examiners, parents, donors and
the public and had the opportunity to interact with their
guests and demonstrate how their products and services
work and their impact.

EECE Final year students who won at the award ceremony presented by EECE Lectures and Academic Leader DR. Leigh Jarvis as well the
School of Engineering Dean Prof Trois
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Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium

he University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) hosted the second
annual Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium at
its Ukulinga Research Farm in Pietermaritzburg in May 2017.
The event is a joint initiative between the Institution and the
Howard Davis Farm Trust, with whom the University has a
relationship stretching back to the 1930’s with the construction
of Howard College. The multi-level Symposium honoured the
educational legacy of the late Howard Davis, killed in 1916 in
World War 1. The Symposium explored more than just food in
the theme of Food Security.
A demonstration of the Animal Science steer project at the
Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium

Some of the VIP guests at the annual Ukulinga Howard Davis
Memorial Symposium: Professor Steve Worth, keynote speaker
Dr Dickson Despommier, Mr Dirk Esterhuizen of the US Embassy,
keynote speakers Mr Emerson Wohlenberg from Brazil and Dr
Francisco Aragao from Brazil, former US Consul General Frances
Chisholm, Professor Deresh Ramjugernath, and Howard Davis
Farm Trust representative Mr Rod Stevens.

McDonald’s Seeds hosts an exhibition at the Ukulinga Howard
Davis Memorial Symposium

Wellness Day

T

he School of Life Sciences organised a
Wellness Day to raise awareness with
regards to health and wellness issues for
staff and postgraduates students.

Wellness Day-CHASU Stand

CMS staff being educated on HIV prevention

