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PARTNERSHIPS FOR RESILIENCE
Explored during Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium

D

eveloping resilience through partnerships and collaboration was explored during the annual Ukulinga
Howard Davis Memorial Symposium on 20 and 21 August 2019, hosted by UKZN at its Ukulinga Research
Farm in Pietermaritzburg.
The event is a joint initiative between the UKZN and the Howard Davis Farm Trust; this multi-level Symposium
honours the educational legacy of the late Howard Davis, killed in 1916 in World War 1.
This year the uMngeni Resilience Project (URP) co-sponsored the event.
The annual Symposium began in 2016, bringing together stakeholders from across the agricultural industry in
KwaZulu-Natal and the wider South African agricultural community.
The more than 200 attendees included students, academics, scientists, small-scale and commercial farmers, NGO
representatives and more. Incorporating presenters and participants from across the University and beyond, it
proved to be a multidisciplinary information-sharing gathering.

Mr Rod Stevens from the Howard Davis Farm Trust
addressed attendees on behalf of the Trust.
‘The Trustees and the Davis family commend UKZN
for the success of the three preceding Symposia,’
said Stevens. ‘One of the key factors we wanted
integrated into the Symposium was to reach out to
the community, and we are really pleased that this
has happened, because that really has transferred
knowledge that the academic programme has
produced to upskill the community in agriculture.’
Keynote speakers at the event were Professor
Festo Massawe, Professor of Crop Science at the
University of Nottingham Malaysia, and UKZN
alumnus Mr Ashwin Seetal, a specialist strategic
water management at the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research’s Smart Places.
Massawe’s research focuses on underutilised
crops and sustainable crop production, and at
the Symposium he spoke about how to build a
resilient and sustainable food system in a changing
world, pointing out that current food systems are
central to the current global food insecurity and
health concerns, making use of unsustainable and
unhealthy practices. He addressed how to build a
sustainable food system from food production to
consumption, by balancing socio-economic, health
and environmental demands, and moving away
from disciplinary silos to collaborative partnerships.
‘Research and development activities on food
systems must become more multidisciplinary, more
participatory and more focused on interactions
between the different components of food
systems,’ said Massawe. He noted
that, among other things, strategic
partnerships are key to building resilient
and sustainable food systems.
Seetal works as a trans-disciplinary scientist
and is a multi-disciplinary specialist with extensive
strategic and operations experience in water and
natural resources and its associated sectors.
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Behind the
Scenes

‘This Symposium is for the people,’ said Modi.
‘Through this Symposium, we are able to reach out
to communities.’

He spoke about preparing for the fourth industrial
revolution (4IR), the integration of technology in the
daily lives of humans, and how this will impact jobs
of the future, agriculture and food, and agricultural
inclusivity. He also spoke about 4IR from an African
perspective, detailing how this will play into South
Africa’s natural resources, population growth and
how Africa can embrace the 4IR to meet the goal of
ensuring availability and sustainable management
of water and sanitation for all.
Oral and poster presentations covered a wide range
of topics, including lessons learnt by the URP in the
various areas where it works. Other presentation
topics included agro-ecology, perceptions of
climate change in small-scale fishery communities,
collective water management and agricultural
resilience, eco-system service production and
more. A number of postgraduate students delivered
bilingual presentations with aplomb.

Some of this year’s presenters & members of the organising committee

There were also success stories from farmer
associations like the Underberg Farmers Association
and Future Farmers alumni working on a dairy
farm and at the KwaZulu-Natal Poultry Institute.
Other groups represented in the programme were
the Farmer Support Group (FSG), the Institute of
Natural Resources, the Centre for Water Resources
Research, GreenHill Laboratories and Illovo Sugar.
The event included discussion panels each day,
allowing delegates to engage with presenters and
opening the event up to robust discussion and the
sharing of ideas.Exhibitors included Future Farmers,
the FSG, Agri-Enviro Solutions and Franchising Plus.
Participants also had the opportunity to gather and
network on the first afternoon of the event.

Professor Steve Worth facilitates proceedings

Students from Mangosuthu University of Technology
concentrate intently on presentations

Mr James Kean and Mr Graham Armstrong from the
Upper Midlands Agricultural Transformation Initiative
(UMATI) take in presentations

Professor Steve Worth with presenters and past students
Ms Xola Nqabeni, Ms Khethiwe Mthethwa, Ms Mendy
Ndlovu and Ms Wendy Geza

VIP Guests

Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head of the College
of Agriculture, Engineering and Science, Professor
Albert Modi, opened the two-day event.

Professor Albert Modi, Mr Rod Stevens, Professor Festo Massawe, Ms Lungi Ndlovu,
Professor Steve Worth and Mr Ashwin Seetal
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Mr Rod Stevens of the Howard Davis Farm Trust
addresses attendees on the first day of the Symposium

Ms Erna Kruger and Ms Temakholo Mathebula from
the Mahlathini Development Foundation

Ms Wendy Geza

Mr Wayne McNamara from the Underberg Farmers
Association
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Mr Fanie Horn from Illovo Sugar

Mr Jon McCosh from the INR presents on collective
water management and agricultural resilience

Ms Avrashka Sahadeva is joined by small-scale
farmers to speak about the work of the Farmer
Support Group

Ms Brigid Letty from the INR
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A COMMENT FROM A HAPPY ATTENDEE
“It was such a pleasure
attending the Ukulinga
Howard Davis Memorial
Symposium. I truly enjoyed the
intellectual discussions, and
the atmosphere during those
two days.”
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Dr Rebecka Henrikss
on Malinga responds
to a
question

Dr Maysoun Mustafa,
University of Nottingham, Malaysia
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WEEKLY NEWS WRAP
TRADE

USDA’s McKinney calls for free trade with Africa
Amid trade tensions with China
business in Africa, but they
With regard to the current
and a review of the African
don’t want to face the situation
review of the AGOA agreement,
Growth and Opportunity Act
where they still have to pay
McKinney said that he viewed
(AGOA), US officials have said
bribes just to get the products
trade as a two-way street.
that free and fair global trade
in after they’ve gone to all the
He added that while US
was that country’s ultimate goal.
expense of logistics, shipping
poultry imports to South Africa
During an interview with
and getting the product to
had been a contentious issue,
Farmer’s Weekly, the US
conform to regulations, only
the US industry was meeting
Department of Agriculture’s
to find they have to compromise
the demand for poultry that
under-secretary, Ted McKinney,
their ethics. However, I remain
could not be supplied locally.
said he hoped that the dispute
bullish [about] Africa, and
between China and the US
we’re dedicating more
Mr Teresh
Juggan
from Agri-Enviro-Solutions
The Farmer Support Group exhibit,
complete
fresh produce
would benefit
global
trade
time
[to thewith
continent].”
in general, and food and
Asked about subsidies that
agriculture in particular.
create an unequal playing field,
“If we can get China to
McKinney said the ultimate
understand that some of their
goal was to remove all US
“Demand for poultry has exceeded
practices have been categorically
subsidies, and steps to achieve
local supply in South Africa, no
unfair to the world, [and they
that had already been taken.
one can dispute that. If there’s an
introduce] more transparency, it
“But we can’t remove
opportunity to increase our quota,
will benefit everyone globally.
everything, as we’re competing
of course we’d be interested. Just as
“There’s no denying we’re in
against countries in Europe
we would respond very seriously
choppy waters. But most US
that offer substantial subsidies.
to requests from South Africa for
farmers stand with [President]
All our subsidies are within
market access to the US for your
Donald Trump, because if we
World Trade Organization
products, especially avocados.”
don’t get trade straightened
rules. There’s a world view
McKinney said corruption was
out now, the likelihood of
thatFarmers
we’re lavishly supporting
greatly hindering trade in Africa.
Future
us getting it done later will
our farmers and that’s not
“We have multiple businesses
become ever more difficult.”
true.” – Lindi Botha
approaching us wanting to do

‘I REMAIN
BULLISH
ABOUT AFRICA’

SOCIAL

2019 Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium
The fourth annual Ukulinga
Howard Davis Memorial
Symposium was held recently
in Pietermaritzburg.
This year’s theme was
‘Developing Resilience
through Partnerships and
Collaboration’, with presenters
and discussions focused on
research and initiatives aimed
at improving South African
farmers, especially those at
subsistence and smaller-scale
level, as well as teaching them
resilience to factors threatening
their agricultural productivity
and personal survival.
The extensive impact of
climate change was also a
regular topic featured at the
symposium. – Lloyd Phillips
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ABOVE: Presenters and hosts at the 2019 Ukulinga Howard Davis Memorial Symposium were (from left):
Prof Festo Massawe (crop scientist, University of Nottingham in Malaysia); Wendy Geza (Umngeni Resilience
Project and Sustainable and Healthy Food Systems Programme); Xola Nqabeni (Umngeni Resilience
Project); Khethiwe Mthethwa (Umngeni Resilience Project); Wayne McNamara (Underberg Farmers’
Association); Mendy Ndlovu (Umngeni Resilience Project); Rodney Muringai (University of KwaZulu-Natal);
Prof Steve Worth (University of KwaZulu-Natal); Dr Gareth Lagerwall (chairperson, symposium organising
committee); and Christine Cuénod (symposium organising committee member). LLOYD PHILLIPS

