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INTRODUCTION 

• Despite the enormous 
efforts to rapidly extend 
and fast track service 
delivery in the past 28 
years.

• 24% of the rural 
households in south 
Africa still rely on 
unimproved waster

• As a result these 
households are affected 
greatly by climate change 
impacts. 



CHALLENGES: SELF SUPPLY SYSTEMS 

• Sharing water with livestock.

• Risk of contamination potential contaminants.

• Poor and unmaintained infrastructure.

• Weak local institutions to manage water. 



What we discovered in the upper 
uMkhomazi catchment 

• In communities under two traditional authorities: 
Amangwane and Nxamalala.

• There is strong reliance on natural springs for domestic 
water needs.

• These  are the most reliable sources of water 
compared to the municipal water supply.

• However, they experience climate change impacts, i.e. 
– Periods of intense rainfall which leads to turbulence and 

increased levels of suspended solids.

– Dumping  of flood water into weirs and settling chambers.



Case study: Spring protection in the 
upper uMkhomazi Catchment

• The INR identified communities i.e. Mvuleni
and Mapanekeni

MVULENI 

– Relies on a number of springs and streams that 
feeds about 30 households.

– This community has an existing water committee 
that is responsible for all matter relating to the 
use of springs.

– Easier to work with. 



Mapanekeni

• Mapanekeni is a small community of 14 
households.

• Aging community comprising mostly of 
woman headed households. 

• Relies on a small stream in the mountain. 

• No structure in place responsible for 
managing the water related activities. 

• Challenging to work with.



KEY ACTIONS 

• Conduct a series of 
engagements with the 
communities to 
understand the context 
and the challenges.

• Collectively craft a way 
forward.

• Also undertook a study to 
understand the level of 
social capital within these 
communities through 
focused group 
discussions.



KEY ACTIONS CONT…

• We started with technical interventions to form 
basis for  discussion.

• We are meeting half-way where the communities 
have something to contribute. 

• In Mvuleni – community dug a trench to replace 
the old pipe.

• While the project assisted with improving the V-
box.

• In Mapanekeni, the most urgent action was to fix 
leakages on the old pipes and then improve the 
weir. 
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Mvuleni community working 
together to dig a trench for a pipe.



FINDINGS 

• There is fairly good level of social capital in 
Mvuleni community.

• Mapanekeni shows very weak relations within as 
well with external stakeholders. 

• This work is still ongoing, more engagements 
around improving social capital are still going to 
take place. 

• We are also documenting the learning journeys 
to capture the communities resilience to climate 
change impacts over time. 



CONCLUSION 

• Drawing on local knowledge and 
complementing with external expert 
knowledge has blended very well. 

• Applying social learning tools has also 
improved community's ownership of the 
interventions. 


