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The University of KwaZulu-Natal’s College of Agriculture, Engineering and Science collaborated 
with The Adaptation Network to host the fifth Ukulinga Howard David Memorial Symposium at 

the University’s Ukulinga Research Farm.

Focusing on the theme of Small-Scale Farmers 
and Climate Change Adaptation, the three-
day event incorporated the annual Southern 
African Adaptation Colloquium and featured 
presentations from the technical to the 
storytelling on topics related to agronomy, 
water resources management, innovative 
technologies, sustainability and farmers’ 
experiences.

First hosted in 2016, this symposium was 
established to demonstrate theoretical and 
applied research carried out at UKZN’s Ukulinga 

Research Farm to the scientific community, 
agribusiness sector and farming community. 
It facilitates formation of relationships with 
agribusinesses and skill development and 
knowledge transfer for the benefit of emerging 
and current small-scale community-based 
farmers.

The event has benefited through the UKZN 
Foundation from the support of the Howard 
Davis Farm Trust based in the Jersey Islands 
and honours the educational legacy of 
Durban-based businessman TB Davis whose 
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endowments enabled the building of UKZN’s Howard College 
in the 1930s in memory of Davis’s son who was killed in World 
War I. 

More than 200 delegates representing a wide range of 
interested stakeholders including academic staff and students 
from UKZN and Mangosuthu University of Technology, small-
scale farmers, civil society organisations, agribusiness, farming 
organisations and more attended the event.

At the opening of the Symposium, The Adaptation Network 
co-chair Ms Charissa da Costa said, “The Adaptation Network 
recognises that small-scale farming is the catalyst for maintaining 
livelihoods in vulnerable and disadvantaged families and 
communities. We are excited to engage with others who are 
also passionate about promoting awareness and implementing 
activities that empower communities to innovate and adapt to 
climate change.”

UKZN’s Farmer Support Group (FSG) is a member of the 
Adaptation Network and contributed to organising the 
Symposium, and facilitated the attendance of small-scale 
farmers the FSG works with who displayed their farm produce.

The opening keynote address was delivered by Professor Stanley 
Liphadzi, Group Executive for Research and Development at 
the Water Research Commission (WRC) who spoke about the 
knowledge, education and impact of a research-informed 
institution.

He referenced UKZN’s influence and leadership in the water 
and agricultural sectors; the institution was awarded 12 
WRC projects in 2021, three of which fell within the School of 
Agricultural, Earth and Environmental Sciences with significant 
resources attached to further this research.

“This School has expertise and people that are driving the 
research agenda of this country, and agriculture plays an 
important role,” said Liphadzi.

“Agriculture has created a value in how we are using water, 
even in our programmes at the WRC, and it is important to see 
tangible outcomes [from research],” said Liphadzi.

He added that the impact of this work in products and services 
was evident, and that the WRC and UKZN had created an 
impact in spaces including in shaping policy in forestry and in 
sanitation.

“We need to ensure that water is utilised in agriculture in a way 
that we save - UKZN has been central and a good partner for 
the WRC to achieve some of the ground-breaking results that 
we have,” he said.

“For us to have effective adaptation programmes in view of 
climate change, to have products that address the wishes 
and the needs of society, and to influence economic growth 
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“Agriculture is a risky business, 
especially when you bring in 

issues of climate change, and 
it’s important that research 

supports such a risky business; 
the knowledge that UKZN 
produces is important and 

we are grateful to the Howard 
Davis Farm Trust for supporting 
this important event to connect 

students to farmers and 
industry,” - Liphadzi.

to ensure that people’s livelihoods are supported, we need to 
take a nexus approach to think about how these elements can 
be integrated,” said Liphadzi.

He emphasised that research and innovation could not stand 
on its own but should link with teaching and stakeholder 
engagements.

“We need each other so that we can produce solutions that are 
relevant and implement solutions in an efficient and effective 
way while considering the whole ecosystem and value chain,” 
said Liphadzi.

He also noted the importance of a problem-oriented curriculum 
influenced by research, products and results, and concluded 
by saying that UKZN and the WRC were prioritising providing a 
conducive environment to create innovations by promoting 
collaboration and expanding networks and stakeholder 
connections.

“Organisations like the WRC and UKZN should position themselves 
as the ones that people run to for relevant solutions; the success 
of this University will require all of us to work together. Let us be 
a solution that the farmers need as they are a source of advice 
and guidance as we fund and conduct useful research,” said 
Liphadzi.

On the second day, UKZN’s Professor Julia Sibiya spoke about the 
role of plant breeding research and development innovations 
in strengthening the adaptive capacity of African small-scale 
farmers to climate change.

“Globally we find that the change in climate has been one 
of the developmental challenges of the twenty-first century; 
climate change is real and we are seeing it,” said Sibiya. 

“Information on climate is essential for us to know in order 
for us to optimise the different agricultural practices and daily 
operations that take place on the farm, from water use to 
fertiliser application to cultivar selection and planting dates,” 
- Sibiya.

The main proceedings were facilitated by Mr Duncan Hay and 
Professor Steve Worth over the two days, with presentations 
ranging from the academic to the entrepreneurial to the social.
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Exhibits
Delegates engaged with exhibits from smallholder farmers and initiatives including LIV Business 

and TruHealth, and several posters provided insight into academic research and the history of 
the Ukulinga Research Farm, the Howard Davis Farm Trust, and the Adaptation Network.
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Presentations
There were presentations from key partners 

with the University, at Ukulinga and in 
research more generally, including the KwaZulu-
Natal Poultry Institute, the Institute of Natural 
Resources, and the Fuze Institute. Discussion 
panels also formed part of the proceedings.

The main proceedings concluded with an 
engaging presentation from Ms Sibongile 
Mtungwa of the Women’s Leadership and 
Training Programme, accompanied by 
agroecology farmers from the Hlokozi and 
Centocow districts who described issues 
affecting their livelihoods, including climate 
change. 

“Rural peoples’ biggest fears are not to have 
food and not to have water, making them 
more vulnerable to manipulation, but small-
scale farmers have a role to play in food 
production and it is important to connect 
small-scale farmers,” said Mtungwa, who urged 
closer collaboration between academia and 
farmers.

Ms Zinhle Ntombela from the INR

Ms Eve Kamba from the KZNPI

A discussion panel on the second day Ms Sibongile Mtungwa with agroecology farmers 
from Hlokozi and Centocow

Ms Cebisile Nyambe from the Fuze Institute

Mr Mfundo Myende from the INR
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Policy Messaging Workshop
The third day of the event comprised a policy messaging workshop facilitated by the 

Adaptation Network that interrogated the key themes explored at the Symposium, provided 
opportunities for group engagements, and discussed how outcomes could feed into policy and 
be implemented for improved climate change adaptation.

Behind the Scenes



7

Networking


